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T is a common demand, which the 
2X Patrons of vniuerf a'l Gr ace, and Free- 
&P vill vieto make ; How God can be ex- 
4 D! cuſed from Coll Go and Deceit, it he 
WE 3 2 ith nt ſcriouſly purpoſed, and de- 
IZED termined in his ſecret Will, cfectually 
onuert, and {hue all ſuch, to whom 
the Goſye! _— l; offers Grace, , but oncly the Ele&? 
To ging cieare, and atisfaIory an{were vnto this 
demand, which ſtumbles many : Wee muſt conſider in 
the firſt place ; that the g'ad ridings ind promiſes of the 
Goſpel, in re'pe-t of th.1r buneft "and co mfort, are pro- 
per, and * peculiar to the Ele and choſen Saints ot God 


onely arc ſtiled, * 1he Chilaren of the Promiſe, the ſeed of | 


Abraham ; ard the Pr omiſe of Faith by Teſus Chriſt ; \s 
a faid, 


* x Cor,2, 6, 


, Kh ende. & 
and NOT COMMMNN 1toth 'C -! ie t, aA: 1d Reprodates, asthel WW 3, 21, 22, 23. 
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Plal. 50.16,17. 
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- ; Tohg 19.35, aid, t to be =_m onely to them : (a) The voyce of Chriſt 1s pro« 
Ho B59. per ovely to the Sheepe of Chriſt, hoare the Ele-t: whence 


b Tiet,)- the Faith of the Golpel is tiled, (6) the Faith of Gods 
c loh. 17.5 8.14 ELS! oc hoina pron | | l 
OO 7, as being proper, and peculiar vnto them alone ; 


4d Kom 1.7 16 Chriſt lelus har h, (e) bequeath:d his Goſpel as a peculiar 
& 8,>6,,035 Legacie to his Sawnts and choſen ones, and delinered, and come 
7 Cor. 1.2. mitted ut to their truſt, Wherefore the Apoſties did al- 
rt "2, Wayes Dc _ and dire-t their Epiſt.s, not to all inen 
15.c.2.1, to In gencrall, but (4) ro the Elett, the choſen and faithful w 
the ende. Phil. C 6 iſt Teſizs ; the Sawnts, the Santhfied, called and preſerned 
2,:.Col.1.1. Chriſ, and to no others : to lignific that the Goſpel is 
I Thel.1. 1,3. proper, and pecuiar vato them. Secondly, you mult ob 
4- 2 Theſ1.1, f. Cook ttinifle _-_ + Pr oh 
>.& 2,04, 14- ſcrue, that though Miniſters are to * Preach the Goſpel to 
x Pet 1,1.09 24 £907 creature ; yet It isnot with an intent, to conuert all 
& 2.7,9,10. thoic to God that hcarec it, but onely the EleX; Paul 
a Per 1,1, '2 did preach, and (e) 5ndxre all things, not tor all thoſe to 
- —_— whom hee preached ; but onely for the Eletts ſake; that 
_, a , . T = they might rs the S aluation which 1 in Chriſt Teſus with 
* Mark. 16. 16 eternal Glory : i f ) God hath guern ſome to bes Apoſtles, ſome 
e 2 Tim 2.19 Prophets, ſome Euangeliſts, ſome Paſtors, and Teachers ; but 
F Eph-4-11-12 this is not for the conuerſion and good of all men; bur 
tor the perfefting of the Saints, and for the edifying of the 
gy of Chriſt, (2) who are the Ele, The Preachcrs of 
g £P-1-345 tic Gofpel, who are ſtiled efug-Hs, are | | 
6.9.70,11, »2. © pel, who are ſtrec -{s, are ſent out onely 
23.c 2,7,10,13 7b) to gather the Elf (not all men) you the foure winder, 
19,21,22.C. 5, from the one end of Heanuen to the other : (1) they are all mint- 
2:,29,7 0. ſtring Spirits, ſent foorth to miniſter for hon, (and for thcm 
A ps at. onely, ) w90 ſhall bee Heires of Canes 1; not for Re- 
Heb.12,22, 23. probates and wicked Men : :they are oneiy (h ) to feede the 
þ Math 24.31 Church, the Lambes, the Sheepe, and flocks of Chrift ; who 
s Heb.1.144- arc onely the EleR, as the Scriptures, and Fathers haue 
-_ 734016. 4.6ned it : thereforethe Milke, and toode of the Word, 
1 04 and Goſpel, 1s proper and peculiar vato them alone. 
Joh. 2 1,15,16, Thirdly, you mult take notice, that though the Goſpel 
37.2 Tim,2.10 js to bee Preached vnto cuery creature, yer it isnot with 
anintenr to Conuert, and faue all tho'c ' that heare 1t, but 
onely ſuch as doc belecue it : This is euident by that 


commiltion 
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commitlltion which Chriſt gaue vnto his Apoſtles: (7) Gee 

Je (faith he) into all the World, and Preach the Goſpel to ene= 
ry Creature ; hee that Beleencth, and 14 Baptizea, ſhall bee 
(aned,but he that Beleeneth not, ſhall be Damned : By which 
conditionall clauſe and limitation, and * /indry other Texts 
of Scripture : Where God commanded his Word to be Preached 
to ſach, who ſhould neither heare, nor yet obey it, nor reape any 
profit, Conner/ion, or Saluation from «t : it 1s moſt apparant, 
that God did neuer intend, that his Goſpel ſhould Con- 
uerr, and ſaue all ſuch as heare it Preached,but onely fuch 
as ſhould Bclecue, and imbrace 1t in their hearts. Now 
theſe are onely the EleX,and no others ; for (>) they one- 
ly doe Belcene: Therefore the Golpel is intended vnto 
them alone, becauic they onely prof by it. 

IF this then be ycelded ro mee, as needes it muſt tee ; 
that the promiſes,and glad tidings of the Goſpet are pro- 
per, and peculiar to the Ele aione ; that the Miniltcrs 
of the Goſpel are {cnt out onely to call, and gather togc- 
ther the Ele : and that the preaching of the Goſpe! vn- 
to Eucry creature, is not with an intent to Conuert, and 
faue all ſuch as hearc it, but onely fuch as doe Belecue it, 
who are alwayes the ie{{cr number, and onely ſuch as are 
Ele-ted : then it toilowes incuitably : that there 1s uo re- 
pugnancy betweene the (ccret, and the reuealed will of 
God; and that God equiuocates with none to who the 
Goſpel is preached,though they are not conuerted by it, 
as /ome objet: becauſe he did neuer refolue, to conuert all 
thoſe that are the hearers, but onely ſuch asare the true 
Embraccrs, and Beleeucrs of his Goſpel, whoare onely 
the Ele, in whom alone he workes this grace of Faith. 

Yea,but you will now obicA,that God doeth ſeriouſly 
exhort, and intreate cuen Reprobates, and wicked men, 
to Belecue, and Repent, though hce hath determined to 
giue no Fairh, nor Repentance to them : therefore if 
they cannot belecue and Repent of themſelues, (as we af= 
firme, ) God cannot but diftemble with them; becauſe he 
exhorts them vnto that, which they of themſclues, 
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(without Gods ayde,) can neuer doc : and which him- 
{elfe hath decreed irreuocaulynot to 1navle them to oe. 

To this Fanſiverc ; that if God himicite,vho knowes 
the Hearcs, an | Eſtates 0: ail inen, ſhould tell any Repro- 
bates from Heaucn, that they are Reprovates, and that 
he had irrcaoca oy decreed, ncuer to worke any Faith, 
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to them for ought thev know. Sin then it 1s retiter 
rcncalcd to the Nitniters that eftr Grocc, n CT ro 
thoſe to whom this Grace is © nd 1cd ,, rhar they are 
Reprobates, or that God hath uctermined ro beſtow no 
Grace vpon them ; neither the ?in:iters, nor yer thoſe 
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ſay that God doeth Cozen, or Delude them becauſe 
that vnto themſclues, and all others, there is a poſſibilt- 
tie, yea, and a probabilitic, that they may be faued, be- 
cauſe they know not, whether they are reiefed of the 
Lord or no. 

Yea, but you will obie& ; that God himlſelfe doeth 
certainely know, that theſe very Reprobates, neither 
will, nor can Repent, becauſe hee hath decreed to worke 
no Faith, nor Repentance 1n them : therefore God muſt 
needes Delade, and mocke them , though they cannot 
diſcerne it. 

To this I anſwere ; that if Reprobates themſclues can- 
not diſcerne, that God Deludes them, (whoſe cafe you 
* ought not for to argue before themſelues complaine,efpe- 
cially againſt rhe Lord himſelfc: * who i: Inſt,and Righteors 
in all buy wayes,though wee cannot difcouecr it :) then how 
can ſuch who proſecute this obicion, charge the Lord 
with Couzenage,or Deluſion in his dealing,when as,man 
cannot diſcerne it > Whatare they now tranſlated inro 
Gods, that they can fathome, and finde out this Miſte- 
rie, which all the Saints, and Reprobates in the World 
cannot eſpic , ſince * Gods indgements are vn/tarchable, 
and his wayes paſt finding out ? Doubtleſſe,if there be neuer 
a Reprobate in the World, who can truely ſay that God 
dealcs falſely with him, in defiring his conuerſicn, when 
as hec neuer did intend ir, becauſe, hee could not fatisfie 
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himſelte, whether he were a Reprobate, yea,or no ; then fererur inex- 


thoſe who make this Miſticall, and ſtrange obieion, 
muſt necdes ceaſe to charge God with Colluſion,till they 
are able for to taxe him of, or trace him init : and that 


in their owne caſes onely, not in other mens : * who reſt 
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perchance contented with Gods pleaſure, and complaine not of * 1 Sam.318. 


” dealing. 
Secondly, though God doeth certainely Lknow, that 
Reprobates neither can, nor will Repent, yet hee doeth 
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them to Repent ; becauſe that as God doeth not inuite 


them to Faith, and Repentance, as they arc Reprobates : 
ſo his decree of Reprobation,(which only leaues them in 
thar loſt eſtate,wherin it found them at the firſt,and puts 
them 1nto no worle condition,) is not the immediate 
cauſe of their Infidelitie,or Impenitency: buttheir owne 
corrupt, an1 {infull Natures, which God is not bound in 
Juſtice tor to cure. Indeed if God himſclte ſhould pur- 
po'cly binde them hand and foot in the chaines,& ferrers 
of !inne, and then ſhould bid them walke, or runne on to 
him 1n a ſerious maner, he might then be chought for to 
delude them: but this God doeth not, he caſts no rubbes, 
nor blocks into their way, but what they caſt themſclues; 
if they come not 11 when hee inuires them, it is not be- 
cauſe God himfſelfe doeth not enable them, bur becauſe 
they haue ſo inſnared thein{clues in finnes, and tre{paſles, 
that they haue quite diſabled themſelues ro come vnto 
him : ſo that they muſt here accuſe themſelues, not God. 

Thirdly, when God doeth offer Grace vnto vs, hee 
doeth not immediately infufc this Grace into our hearts, 
but hee workes it in vs by the vic of meanes: now Re- 
probates, when as God off. rs Grace vnto thtm, doe al- 
wayes ſlight, negled, and vilifie the meanes by which 
God offers, and conueyes his Grace; ſo that if they miſle 
of Grace, ( as they aiwayes doe : ) they cannot lay the 
fault on God, or fay, that hee did not intend to Conuert 
them; bur they muſt take the blame vpon themſelues a- 
lone; becauſeif they had vſed the meancs with carc,and 
Conſcience as they ought, and done that which was re- 
quiſite on their parts; God would hane wrought cftetu- 
ally by his Spirit in their hearts, for ought that they 
could tell, or thinke to the contrary. 

Fourthly, when God docth ſeriouſly inuite vs to Re» 
pentance, and true ſauing Faith ; hee doeth not alwayes 
promiſe, and reſolue to worke this Faith, and Repen- 
tance in our Hearts, (tor then they ſhould be alwayes 
wrought effectually in vs, becauſe Gods a a 
relolue 


— — ——— — —— 


Gop; ns Impoſtor, nor Deluder. 


relued WAl, is (a) alwayes execmted, and cannot bee re. 
ſiſted :) but he doeth onely ſeriouſly declare, what things 
hee doeth approoue, and require invs, and what courſe 
wee our {elues muſt take, if we will bee faued : A King 
may ſeriouſly with and defire, that ſuch a Subiet of his 
were a Rich, or Honourable perſon, but yet he may not 
purpoſe, or refolue to make him ſucha one : God doeth 
(b) earneſtly wiſh, Command, and defire, that men ſhould Re- 
pent, (onuert, and twrne unto him,and that none ſhould offend, 
or ſinne againſt him ; but yet hee doeth not purpoſe to 
cauſe them to Repent, or rurne vntv him, and not to 
ſinne : for moſt men goe on in finne, without Repen- 
tance: yea, * in many things we offend all ; and there 14 no man 
that lineth, and ſinn:th not : God may deſire ſomething in 
his reuealed Will, which he hath not decreed tocfet in 
his ſecret Will : hee (c) deſires not the death of a ſmner, but 
rather that hee ſh1ld Repent, and late ; and yet ſinners a- 
wayesdie in ſine, without Repentance : He defires,rhar 
all men ſhould bee ſaued, and that none ſhould periſh: ver 
we know, (e) that few are ſaned, and that moſt men periſh : 
Since therefore God may deſire, and require fomerhing 
in his reuexled Will, which hce hath nor abſolutely de- 
creed to effeR in his hidden Will; it followes not, that 
God doeth therefore refolueto worke eff<ually by his 
Grace in Reprobatcs,when as he offers meanes of Grace, 
and Mercy to them : and ſo he mockes them nor. 

Fiftly, the Goſpel in which God offers Grace to men, 
though it bee propounded 1n a vniuerſall manner in re- 
ſp: of the hearing of it, from whichnone are excluded ; 
yet it is alwayes preached diſtributiucly,reſtritiuely,and 
conditionally in refpeR of the benefit,and comfort of it ; 
not to men, 15 they are men; nor to all hearers, or Re- 


Macarices Acgypt hont.4 p.30 1rnolue atuerſ Gent.l 3,p,70,90.1.7 


7 


4 Gen.18.14. 
& 17.1, & 35, 
11, 1Chio.29 
11 12. 2 Chro. 
20.6,7 lob.12. 
13 70 the ende. 
& 9.4-19 20. & 
23.13 ,14.& 33 
I2,13.& 37.7, 
12.& 40,9 & 
42,2. Plal. 33, 
9,11.Pſ.47,3. 
Pſ.115,3. Pal 
135,6.Pro, 21, 
1,30.Ecclel. 9, 
1-1ai. 4,47. & 
40 10 70 18,22 
fo 0 & 43,13 
ler 13 3, #0 11, 
£4.32 .27.C-49g 
12 Ezech, 22, 
14. Dan, 2,20, 
21. 4.35. & 
f, 29.ACt 5,39 
C6,10.C.11.17 
R6 9.19.20.21 
loh.s,21. 
2Cora.s, 
Ephe:.1.11,19, 
20,21.Phil,3, 
21 luſtin Mare 
tyr, Dialor.cis 
i ryphone.p.6s 
b. /renews ad- 
werſ. Hereſ.l.2. 
c.5, £9 65.1. 
4 £72 Clem; 
Alex. Str m|, 
6 fol 143.E.F. 
P 241 Hier libs 


is Eph [.1- Tom. 6 p16 $. Auguſt ae Cerrept: 7 Grati4:C 14. Prievialn in Roamz: 

$ F.39.5 Fulgentizs: Pe [ntarnat: £7 Gratia: Dom: leſu Chriftt:c 45.19 31.De Pre- 

deftinat ad Manimum: p 24-25 - b Deur.$.1.29.& 27.19,26.& 28.1 Pl.v1.13 Ezech, 

{8 31 32.& 3',ti. Hoſea 6 4. Mat.3,2.&,23,37.Luk.19.42, As 17.35, * lam.z 2 

> Chro.6.36, c I Tim,2.4+ 2 Pct.3.9.EZc,15.23,32. e Mat-7-14.15. Luk.13,23,74 
a 4 probates 


GovD,; no Impoſtor, nor Deluder. 


F Marke rs6, 
Is,16. 


probates, as they are hearers, or Reprobates ; but to all 
thoſe, and to thoſe onely that (hall beleeue, imbrace, and 
obey it 1a the ſinceritic of their Hearts. If then the 
Goſpel bee thus propounded to a whole Congregation, 
canany man fay that God Deludes him ? If hee beleeues, 
and applies the Goſpel, he ſhall be ſure to reape comfort 
from it: If he beleeue,and recciue it not at all,and ſodoth 
lolethe benefit of it : yet he cannot ſay that Gou Deludes 
him, or that hce did nor offer it ſeriouſly vnto him ; be- 
cauſe he propounded it with this prouiſo, (f') if he would 
Beleexe it , which condition hee hath not fulfilled ; 
therefore hee cannot blame the Lord, who did not pro- 
miſe to fulfill it for him. 

Yea, but ſay you, a Reprobate may thus obie@ : I can- 
not receiue, nor belecue the Goſpel, vnlefſe God giue 
mean Heart to doe it; which Heart he hath not determi- 
ned to gine mee ; therefore hee doeth but delude mee in 
profering Grace vnto me, vpon ſuch impoilible tearmes 
as theſe, which I cannot pertorme. | 

I anſwere, that it is true, that God muſt giue men 
Hearts to imbrace, the meancs of Grace in an effectuall 
manner,or elſe they cannot doe it : yerthis I ſay with all ; 
that euen Reprobates themſelues might hauc done more, 
and beene more diligent in the outward mcanes, had they 
put their whole ſtrength vnto it, and prayed carneſtly to 
God for his a(liſtance : ſothat they cannot truely ſay,that 
God was wanting vato them in altering of their Hearts ; 
but that they were wanting to themlelues, in being Ceg- 
ligent in the vic of meanes, and in blocking vp their 
Hearts againſt the Lord by daily finnes. 

Secondly,rhat inabilitie to Repent ; and vſe the meanes 
of Grace which is in Reprobates, proceedes not from 
any Decree, or Ad of God, but from Reprobates them- 


- ſelues. God made man able at the firſt to doe his Will, 


and vie the meangof Grace ; which libertie, mankinde 
bath wholly, and iuſtly loſt in «Adams fall : ſince there» 
fore that impotency, of recciuing Grace,which is in Re- 
; | probates, 
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probates, proceeds not from any fatall, or neceſſitating 
Decree of God, but onely from that originall deprauatt- 
on, which they deriued trom the fall of eAdewn; from 
which God is not pleaſed for to free them : theſe Repro- 
bates can neuer truely ſay, that God deludes them in ten- 
dring grace vnto them,though he giues them not hearts 
roembrace it ; (to whuch he 1s not bound in juſtice :) bur 
they muſt rather magnifie his Mercie in oftering Grace 
ynto them, when as they haue made themſclues vnwor- 
thy of it, and vuable to receme it. 

Thirdly , what reprobate is there, that when God 
tenders grace vnto him by his miniſters , can truly ſay, 
that God hath poſitiuely reſolued , not to giue him an 
heart or will for to cmbrace it ? Is any reprobate priuic 
vnto Gods decrees , to know what hee hath purpoſed 
concerning him 2? it not, then he can neuer truly ſay ; that 
God deludes him, or that hee hath decreed to giue him 
no will or power to embrace the gracethus tendred to 
him; becauſe for ought he knowes,. hee may belong to 
Gods eleftion : and it ſo , then God will ſurely change 
his heart, and giue him power to embrace his grace. 

Fourthly, it God ſhould offer grace to reprobates in a 
ſerious manner, yet he ſhould not delude them, though 
he giues them no power to receiue it : becauſe there is 
in Reprobates ſuch a loue of ſinne: ſuch an auerſneſle, 
hatred , or violent antipathie againſt grace and holi- 
neſſe, that they would be * vtterly pmwilling to receine this 
on vpon thoſe termes that God doth offer it , although they 

ad power to embrace it : Reprobates though they might 
haue grace for the very taking of it, yet they would not 
recciue it though they might , vpon Gods conditions : 
they would not , nay wee ſee they will not leaue their 
ſinnes for to embrace it. Therfore God deludes not them 
in tendring grace vnto them,thoughthey cannot take.it ; 


becauſe they would notentertaine it though they might... 


Fifthly, though God doth not giue men power to be- 
leeue and receiue his Goſpell, yet hee doth notdelude 


rhem , in offering it vnto them with a deſire that they 
ſhould 
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ſhould receiue it : for as God duth not delude men in in- 
joyning them not to ſinne,and to obſerie his law in cuc- 
ry point, though he giues them no power todoe it, and 
though it be * ampoſſtole for them t9 fulful # ; no more can 
he be {aid to mocke men in offering grace vnto them by 
the Goſpell, though he gines them no power to recciue 
it : becauſe hee commands them no more then they had 
ſtrenzth at firſt to do, which ſtrength they loſt through 
their owne defaults: ani becauſe * the end of this com- 
mand 1 to no other purpoſe, but to cauſe men to ſee their owne 
diſability , and ſo to flye ont of themſelues to him , for [trength, 
and mercy. 

Laſtly, God doth not mocke theſe Reprobates in offe- 
ring grace vnto them by the Miniſtrie of the Goſpell, 
though he neuer enclines their hearts to embrace it in a 
ſauing manner : becauſe they haue many priuiledges, and 
aduantages by the Goſpell , though their hearts are not 
conuerted by 1t. 

For firſt by this proffer of the Goſpell to them , they 
haue alwayes ſomething to ſupport their ſoules from 
ſinking in deſpaire ; they haue alwayes a poſlibility, a 
hope, and probability of their true conuerſton and falua- 
tion, which thoſe who are depriued of the Goſpel want ; 
whence they are ſaid to bee * aliens from the common- 
wealth of Iſpaell , ſtrangers from the conenant of promiſe, ha- 
wing no bope : Reprobates who liue vnder the Goſpell, 
have alwayes hope till their dying day, becauſe they 
know not whether they are Reprobares yea nr no, till 
then; which hope and comfort all ſuch,as are depriued 
of the Goſpell, want : therefore the preaching of the 
Goſpell to them is not meerely vaine. 

Secondly, Reprobates who enjoy the Goſpell, haue a 
more cleare, diſtin &, and full apprehenſion of God,both 
in his Efſzce and his glorfous attributes,bhen thoſe who 
are depriucd of the Goſpell haue : they know the will 
and workes of God ; the'nature, and excellency of 
Chriſt, and of his merits ; the dignitic of the gifts and 
graces 
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graces of his ſpirit : yea, they (q) taſt a ſweetneſſe in the 
word and promijes, in the powers of the world to come : 
they know more then all the world belides , which 
isdepriued of thc Goſpell: Now ghe very knowledge 
of God and Chriſt, of all their attributes, and promiſes, 
and all thoſe things which the Scriptures doe reucale 
to Reprobates, isan vnualuable aud matchleſſe biclings 
It is a greater good and happincfle then man by all the 
light of Art and nature (without the Scriptures) can 
attaine ynto : therefore no Reprobates can truly ſay,that 
God deales hardly or faiſly with them in publiſhing the 
Goſpell to them, though itdoth not conuert them. 

Thirdly, Reprobates thcugh they are not conuerted 
by the Goſpell, haue alwayesas (r) great, (nay ſometimes 
a greater ) ſhare and portion, un thoſe outward bleſſings and pri- 
ledges which the Goſpel brings, (which are great & ww 
many) as the Saints themſclues : The Goſpell commonly 
brings peace and plenty, health and ſafety, and all out- 
ward happineſſe and tranquillity with it : it is alwaycs 
accompanied with many great and excellent bleſſings, of 
which Reprobates drinke as deepe as any others : there- 
fore it is notaltogether in vaine vntothem , though it 
conuert them not. 

Fourthly, Reprobates though they are not truly ſan- 
ified nor called by the Gofj el, yet many of them haue 
oft times many morrall,and commendable vertues, gifts, 
and graces wrought within them by it ? Againe, many 
of them arc oft times ciuilized, and reformed by it, 10 
that they runne not into the ſame excefſe of ſinne and 
wickedncſle as elſe they would ; by which it comes to 
paſſe that their eternall torments are much extenuated 
and abated : therefore they cannot truly ſay , that the 
Goſpellis inefteuall or fruitlcfſe to them, becauſe their 
very ſoules in this regard, reape much aduantage by it. 

Fifthly, Reprobates haue oft times many ſodaine,tran- 
firory and flaſhy joyes : many good moticns, purpo- 
ſes, and reſolutions wrought within them by the word ; 
yea, 
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yea, the word of God is ſometimes fo preualent and po- 
werfull in their ſoules, that it makes them to doe (5) ma- 
ny things for God , and to goe very farrc in the ourward 
praiſe and profeſſion of Religion ; inſomuch that rhey 
ſfeeme to many, to be the Ele of God, and the vndoub- 
ted members of Ieſus Chriſt : ſo that the Goſpell isnot 
altogether in vaine vnto them, becauſe it workes ſome 
good ypon them, though it conuert them not. 

Sixthly , Reprobates by meanes and vertue of the 
Goſpell , enjoy the ſociety and company of Gods Ele& 
and choſen Saints, by meanes of whom their ſoules and 
bodies doe oft times fare the better. Its no ſinall benefit 
or bleſſing, to enjoy thecompany of Gods Ele : for as 
their ſocictie is comfortable, ſiveete, amiable, innocent, 
milde and harmelefſe; ſo itisa meanes of keeping many 
judgements from, and pulling downe many bleſſings vp- 
on Reprobates and Caſt-awayes: It is common 1n rhe 
Scriptures, and ordinary in experience, that God ſome- 
times (2) blefſeth Reprobates, and (#) keepes off judge- 
ments from them, for the godly mens fake thart liue a- 
mong them : wherefore though the Goſpell doth not 
conuertthem to the Lord , yet it is not in, vaine vnto 
them eucn in this reſpeR. 

Scuenthly, —rakge wan who line vnder the Goſpell, 
are * ſomerimes made the Inſtruments and meanes of good 
to others, and the furtherers of Gods glory : Kings, Mi- 
niſters, Magiſtrates, Schollers of all ſorts, Artificers,and 
the like, rhoagh they are ſuch as God hath rejected, are 
oft times made the inſtruments of much good vnto the 
Saints, th: executioners of Gods will, and the aduancers 
of his glory ; which brings much joy & comfort tothem 
for the preſent, and gaines reſpe&t and honour to them 
in the ſight of men: ſince therefore Reprobates enjoy 
ſo many bleiFings, priuiledges and comforts by the Go- 
{pell as theſe here mentioned ; they haue no caule to far, 
that God deludes or cheates them, when as he ſends his 
Goſpelltothem ; becauſe though hee giues no inward 
erhcacy 


| 
| 
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ELHCaCiC NOT POWLT 1O it, tO Coruert ane ſaue ther foules, 
yet Leacriues many outward biefi.ngs, comforts, priw- 
ledges and tauours to them by it, ter which-their ſonles 
and bodies tare thc better, | 

If xou now objze,that che Cofpell aggrauatesthe ſins 
of Reprobates, and makes tl.cir condemnation greatcr, 
becautc it icaucs them witl our excute : there. oretl.cy 
are n0 2ayi.crs, but ioieist1 the Goſpell, 

I antw«r, that it 15 true, that it had beene * bcrrer for 
ſome Reprobates, yea for ai thi ſe Reprotates that goe 
on in ſinful ond revellious com tes withour reſtraint: that 
they had ncucr <©nj: ed the Gofpell by r1eafon of their 
diloteiienci to it ; but as for others whe are reccaimed 
by it, chuugh 1 4ggravates their condemnation on- way, 
in adiigto the greetnes of their f11:5zycr It Extenuates 1t 
anot hc1 WAY , 114 cracking from the mu.ritude and num- 
ber of ther tines, which they won!'d haue doubicd ard 
treulev, hid not the preaching of the word reſtrained 
them : fothat they are faire greater gainers 1n this laſt 
retpe.t, then lofi s by the firſt : Ail Keprotatesfarerhe 
better for the Gotpecli here, in regard of thoſe many 
outward blufiings and p:unicoges that accompany it ; 
many of thctn 'pcece the tetrer ior ir, not onely here, 
bur hereaftcr io : thoſe that rarc the worter for it , 1t is 
from their cwne def2nlts.; they might have vice it bet- 
ter itthcy would theinfelues; in hau:ng more careand 
CO CICRCCTO W R ÞFilc 4ind O! CTY [t 90 t] iT the Gofpcll 1s 
initteifea bleiiing to them all, thongh ir prooucs a great 
curle and condemnation vnto many through ther owne 
detaulrs. Yet | dare vc boid ro iay, thatthe very knows- 
Iecge of rÞ« Copel is1- great 2 priviedg ind bl. fling 
of it ſelfe , thet many Repr. tarcs would rather chuſe to 
vndcrgoea g' cater coridemnation with the knowledge 
of it, china tarre leſſe withort it, 

But you wili now demand of mee, if rhe Goſpell doth 
truly and of r1g'1t belong to noric Lut the Elect, if it con- 
ucttsand iaues none cl{c but they ,* why then 1s it pro- 
pounded 
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pounded ſo generally to all, to Reprobates as well as 0- 
thers? if it were proper and peculiar to the Ele& alone, 
it ſhould be in to none elſe but they. 

To this I anſwere, that the Goſpell 15 thus generally 
propounded vntoall, not becauſe it belongsalike to all, 
or becauſe God intends that it ſhould be alike effecuall 
vnto all; but becaule it 1s the will,the pleaſure,and * com- 
mand of God, that it ſhould be thus propounded : Now 
the reaſons wherefore the Goſpell is thus generally 
preached ynto all , though it be principally intended for 
the conuerſion and faluation of the Ele aione, are theſe, 

Firſt, becauſe Reprobates are (a )inrermixedand mings- 
led with the Eiet, asthe weedcsand tares are with the 
corne and grafle, as the chafte is with the wheate, and as 
the ſtones are with the meilow ground ; now as the 
raine doth oft times fall ypon the tares, the weedes and 
ſtones, as well as on the corne , the grafle, and mellow 
ground, not becauſe it is principally inren-led ynto them, 
bur becauſe they are intermixed with the graſſe, the 
corne, and fertile ground : and as the * fanne doth blow 
vpon the chafte as well as on the wheat, becauſe its mix- 
ed withthe wheat, though #: /Zatrers the one, and purgerh 
the other : Euen lothe pleaſant ſhowers and breathings 
of the Goſpel, doe oft times (b) fall 9n Reprobates and wic- 
hed men , (who are comparcd to weedes, to tarcs, to 
rockes, and chafte throughout che Scripture) not with 
a determinate purpoſe to conuert and faue them ; but be= 
cauſe they are mingled with the Ele and choſen Saints 
of God, (who arc compar«d to wheat, to corne, to 200d 
and mellow ground,)for whoſe cffeAuall calling and con- 
nerfion they are oncly ſent. 

Secondly, the Gotpell is thus generally propounded 
to all that will embrace it,and not to the Ele al ne ; be- 
cauſe the Miniſters of the Goſpell being but fraile and 
filly men as others arc,not able to diſcerne into the ſecret 
counſell and decrce of God: cannot diſtinguiſh betweene 


the Elect and Reprobates : * If the Miniſters could in- 
fallibly 
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fallib.y diſccrne betweene the Ele and Reprobates, be- 
eweere thole that would embrace and willingly receiue 
the Goſpell , and ſuch as would reject it ; they might | | 
then ;&rclance propound the Goſpell to the Ele alone; | 
but becaule they know not who are choſen and elected, 

nor who are reprobated : therefore they muſt preach 

the Goſpell vnto ali,that ſo thoſe who areelected , may 

be effectually called and conuertcd out of all. 

Thirdly , the Gofpcll muſt be thus propounded, be- Jo 
caule elſe 1t would be vaine and incftectuall vnto all ; tor 
if the Golpell ſhould bee pronounced ro the Elect alone, 

(as he that is cleed ſhall be ſaued ; ) thenno man could ; 
apply 1t to his owne ſoule ; tor before a mans conuerſion wo 
vnto God, he cannot truly ſay that he is elected : yea,the 

very Elect can neuer aicertaine themſeiues that they are 

elected , till chey tinde the blefled fruites of election 

their hearts, which are wrought by the preaching of the 

Word : fothat it the Goſpell ſhould be preached to the 

EleR alone,it would be(c)vaine and ineffeftuall;becaule no «© Heb; 4.2.3. 
man could then apply it to himſelfe : therefore-itis pro- 

pounded generaily vnto all, that ſo men might be able to 

apply it to their {oules, 

Fourthly, the Goſpell muſt be thuspropounded, that 4 
ſo(d)no man whiles he lineth here, might hane cauſe to-deſpaire 4 1 Per.1-13, 
of Gods mercie : If God ſhould cull out his Ele& trom 2? 119-24» 
among the Reprobates , and make an open diuiſion and 
ſeperation of them here , preaching the Goſpell vnto 
themalone; then all-theſe Reprobates muſt needes pre- 
ſently deſpaire of his grace, and * r«nne into ſome deſperate * See Auguſt: 
courſe, knowing that they are deſigned and marked out Enarrar. 
for hell : but now whenas the Goſpell is thus generally 7/4191-, 
propounded vntoall, it alwaies nouriſheth ſome hope in 
Reprobates, and kecpes them from deſpaire. 

wFitchly, the Goſpell is thus generally preached vnto 
all, that ſo Reprobates who wilfully diſobey, rejet, and e Rom.1.20, 
flight it, (c) may beleft without excuſe, laying all the Ezec-2.5-Ioh, 
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probates ; it makes them (m) doe much, and part with ma- = Mark,6.20. 
ny finnes : and though-it-neuer workes ſo farreas tho- 5*< > 

- rowly to change and faue their ſoules, yet it brings them = See @ 
nearer to ſaluation then elſe they could haue come : it geprobate 
makes their condemnation lefſe by leſſening of the num- may goe- 

ber of their linnes. 

Tenthly, the Goſpel muſt be thus propounded , that 10, 
{othole Reprobats that heare it,mighr( x goes thoſe out. » Math, $.2 5. 
ward bleſſings and priuiledges Thich it brings, as well 
as the Elect : which rhey cou'd neuer doe,it it were pro- 
pounded to the Ele alone. 

Eleuenthly , the Goſpell is thus generally propoun- —_—: 
ded vnto all , that ſo Reprobates might (0) beare wit. + Mar,24. 14 
meſſe to it, and (p) acknowledge God and Ieſus Chriſt as OS 
well as others : If the Goſpel had beene preached to the wy 3 
Elec alone , then many who profeſſe the Goſpel ac- ; 
knowledging the Deity of Ged and Chriſt, and the truth 
and holinefle of the Goſpel, had layen ſtill in their darke 
and heatheniſh rites, and ſuperſtitions, worſhipping Di- 
uels, ſtockes, ſtones, and other creatures for Gods; and 
embracing fabulous, blaſphemous, abſurd and idle Po- 
ems and Hiſtories of their Idoll-Gods, for ſound Diai- 
nitie; by whichthe glory of God and Chrift, and the 
truth and teſtimonie of the Goſpel ſhould haue beene 
much ecclipſed : God therefore comman 's the Goſ- 
pel to bepropounded vnto all,and not tothe EleR alone, 
that ſo all * men might come to the acknowledgement of his * » Tim, 3.43 
truth and Deitie , tor the greater manifeſtation of his Matth, 24.14. 

lory. 

Twelfthly , the Goſpel is thus propounded vntoall, 12 
that ſo Reprobates as well as others might be (q) comin. 7 Rom7,7,f, 
ced of their owne weakeneſſe, vileneſſe, wretchedneſſe, ? 7 IH 
and peruerſenefſe in Gods ght , and acknowledge his 5 IR oa 
Juſtice in rezectingthem , and 1n infliting vengeance on 3.19. Mat,24. 
them for their finnes : When a Reprobate by the light 14 
of Gods holy word, ſhall ſee whar h hath loſt in Adam, 
what corruption he hath —_— his loynes ; and 
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withall ſhall diſcoutr the greatneſſe and infinite multi- 
rude of his owne actuall ſinnes ; then hee is-cuen forced 
(7) ro confeſſe, that God deales juſtly with him : then his 
conicience ſtops his mouth and makes him (s) ſpeechleſſe; 
{o that hce hath nothing to reply againſt God ; but wil- 
lingly ſubmits vnto his doome,, as being ſcarce propor- 
tionable to his ſinne : ſo that there 1s great reaton why 
the Goſpel ſhould be thus propoundec vnto Reprobates, 
though it conuerts them not , cuen to cleare Gods ju- 
ſtice, and ſtop the mourhes of wicked men. 

Thirtecathly, rhe Sacramcnts are adminiſtred vnto 
all, to (t) Reprobates as well as to the Elect : Reprobates 
are baptized , and rccciue the Sacrament of the Lords 
Suppcr, as well as any of Gods choſen ones: it is fit 
therefore that the Goſpel ſhould be extended vnto all as 
well as the Sacraments, becauſe they are both of the ſame 
extcntand latitude, and goc hand in hand together, like 
Twins that cannot be duuded, 

Fourtcenthly,the Goſpel is thus propounded vntoall, 
becauſe it hatha ſcuerall effe& in all ; though not to ſage 
and conuert allthofethat heare it : To the EleR, itis the 
(#4) power of God to ſaluation, (w) the ſanonr of life vnto life, 
and the eftectuall (x) meanes of their true conncr ſron and [al- 
ation :to the wicked(y )it i the ſauonr of death onto death, 
the rule of life and judgement ; the declaration of Gods 
willand pleaſure ; the caſe (z) oft times of their obdura- 
ration and preater condemnation , by reaſon of their con- 
tempt and negle of it. Since therefore the Goſpel hath 
a worke inReprobates as well as in the Ele, 1t is pro» 
pounded to them both ; yet not as vnto Ele and Repro- 
bates, nor in abſolute and poſiriue termes ; but as to men 
who are capable of grace and faluation , if they repent, 
and belecue ; and of damnation if they doe rejett it. 

Laſtly, the Goſpel is thus preached indefinitely vnto 
all, that ſo God might ſhew his wiſedome , his power, 
his liberty, .his goodncſſe, and his mercy,in conuerting 
ſome menout of all; God might haue left — 
tnar 
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that deſperate and loſt condition into which the finne of 


eAdam did plungethem atthe firſt, as he (a) left the col. 
lapſed eAngels; without recouering any of them from 
that deplored and wretched eſtate: bur yer ir hath pleaſed 
him (6 ) oxt of whe abundant riches of his grace and mercy , to 
exempt a(c)/remnant , and a remnant onely , from this their 
curſed thraldome , by the death and pailion of his onely 
Sonne : /0m (d) he calls and ſeuers trom the reſt, by the 
voyce and power of his Word. and Spirit : and there- 
fore he cauſeth his Goſpel to be preached ynto all: Firſt, 
that (e) hee may gather this choſen remmant out of all : Se- 
condly, that he might (f) tric all men what they are : and (© 
in ſome fort diſcouer to the world who are his beloued, 
(g) and choſen out of all ; enen thoſe who obey and heare his 
voyce: Thirdly, that he might (+) manifeſt his abſolute (0+ 
weraignty and power ouer all , in conuerting ſome, and hard- 
»wmg others: Fourthly, that he might ditcoucr (5) the {4- 
berty and freedome of h14 choyſe , in making the ſelte-fame 
word (& ) a word of lifs and ſaluation to ſome, (and thoſe per 
chance (1) the moſt wnlikely im the ” of men : )and yer a 
word of death and damnation wvnto others : Fitthly, that hee 
might (m) declare the riches of his grace and mercy towards 
hi Eleft and choſen children , in callmg them home onto him 
by his Goſpel, when as he oodurates others byit ; Sixthly, to 
(n) intricate and perplex his wayes and dealings with the 
formes of men , that (5 they might admire the depth of the rs- 
ches of his wiſedome and knowl-dge , and the profounaneſſe of 
his ſtupendious and hidden myſteries , not being able to trace 
out his wayes a»d footeſteps , in working on the hearts of 
ſome men by his Word and Goſpel,zot on others : Senenth- 
ly, to teach the world to know ; that the power of ſa- 
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guſt: ad Borfacrum : lib.2,cap. 7- #» Romig,ly,fo31, & 11,30, 31, 33, 34-Ec+ 
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20 

+ Rom.r1.16. uing and conuerting ſoules (9) is neither in the impotent 
lohn 1,13 ler aud depraued will of man : (p) nor in the Mimiſters, or out- 
10,23 Pou.I5, ard lecrer, of the Goſpel ; (tor then all men that heare the 
Md > <a" ain ſelfe-ſC1me Goſpel preached, ſhould bee conuerted , be= 
Phil.z,13, See C2.ſe rhe naturall power, bent , and inclination of their 
Aveuft:al Bo- wills, 1sja(t the lame : ) but _ 47 the free diÞoſe of God 
wif scaumy"id. alone, who workes, both when, and where, and how, and what 
2.0.81 4.6.6. fe wil; not generally in all that heare the Goſpel ; bt in 
Be Gratiz 7 - O , ' ; 

Libero arbity; thoſe alone, whom he thinkes fit ; and that in [enerall WBANCT'S, 
p i Cor3.5,6 places, ſeaſons, and*degrees , according eo the pleaſure of his 
7.&4,6,7. owne free will, which none, * car hinder, alter, or controule, 
7 lon 3.8. & Fjohthly, ro teach men (7) to flare and tremble in his pre- 
- , = ag '? ſence ; to (s) caſt themſelues wholly on his grace and mercie ; 
m_ Cor. 3.2, (t) to depend and waite on him contingally, and to hae their 
$,6,18. & 10, eyes and hearts ſtill fixed on him : (inceallthe benefit, fruit, 
4, 17.A45 15, a1 bleiing of the Goſpel ; (=) at the differences and chan- 
4 TJ. ges that are wrought in men, proceede. from him. Nunthly, to 
"I = -__ inſtru X thoſe Saints who haue | beene called and conuer- 
y Eccleſ; 3,14. ted by the Goſpel , not to facrihce to their owne nets : 
Phil, 2,t2.13. (x) zot to boaſt nor glovy in themelues , or in the outward 
Deur.4, 109. ances of orace ; bar ( y ) ro aſcribe the gl wy , honour, and 
pr ru praiſe of their vocation and conwerſion vnto God : who hath 
: Al 4% not wrought ſo inthe _— m—_ , who ou the 
Phil,2,7,r0 11. ſeltz-fame word of grace. Laſtly , to © irre wp the hearts 
# Pal: 130,5, of hiy choſen ones, to Ji: , to wraifs, and loxe him more, for 


of . 
- x the ſauper-abundance of his lore and kindneſſe to them, 11 chu. 
a * 2 $ $$ . . - ; . . ab : 
27,14 Ifay. 8. fg, calling ,and conmerting them; when as he {uffers others 


179.& 4031. for to periſh, vnder the very meanes and word of 
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Jer. 14,22. grace. x 
Mich.7 7. And if you now demand of me ; why God doth thus 
» 1 Cor: 4,7- 


* Rom.z.27. conucrt and call home one man by his W any , and not 
x Cor.1,29. Aanotherzor why he conuerts not all ; (z)ſoxce there ts no re- 
& 3,29. Eph, ſþetT of perſons with him ? 

2,8,9 I an{wer : that no other reaſon can be rendered of ir, 
9 ler.g,23.ÞC. pu cha (a) it #r his good will and pleaſure thus to ae : All 


- page -- the reaſon why God ſhewes mercy to any man ; or t this man 
3 © . I 


17.Eph.1,6,12. * Eph.1.3,to13.1 Tim.1.12.c018, 1 Pet.1,2,2.& 2,0,10. z Rom. 
2,U,Eph.6.1. 4 Luke 10,21. 15am. 12,2 2. Math, 24.424. 
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mn, more they to ancther, is onely this : ,b) becarſe he will 
haze mercy , ard becanſe ut is has pleaſure this to doe : This 
1Sali thc ground aud realen which God himfcite, or the 
Scriptures ter ha render;and why (houid we curtoufly 
enquire after any othcr , which God him/elte hath not 
rcucaled? We all cc nfcfie, that wee were in a dc{pcrate 
ani loſt con.l1tion, and that Cod nught haue ſuftered vs 
allto periſh without any inzury or imyuſtice to vs: It 
God theretore be fo cxceeding gracious and compailio- 
nate to fauc ſome, whom he thinkes good to fauc : and 
fo juſt and righteous as to {uffer others for to periſh : 
ſhall (c) wee Porters clay be (3 preſumpruons, as to interrogate 
him, why he doth it ? Certainely, if wee conſider bur that 
abſolute and ſouc raigne right, that God hathin vs as we 
are his creatures : how (d) we are whelly. and ſolely bis, 
and not our owne : (e) how wee are in his hands as the clay in 
the Potters to faſhion and frome vs, yea to cruſh vs in peeces at 
his pleaſure : (f ) though we had no ſinneat all withinvs, yet 
then if Goa, ſhonld c, if - vs all into bell, we might iſt ly lay 6 KY 
hands 1 vpon our monuthes , ind not ſo much as dare to > ache 
of him a reaſon, why he doth vje vs thus ? _ "which of vs 
cou!d then fay vnto God, (g" what doeſt thow ? or (b) why 
k.1/t thou made or r clelbad ines thus ? i) [Is it not lawf ll for 
G+d to doe what he will with his owne ? and may he not then / 
diipote of vs at his pleaſure , withour any iniury or in- 
juſtice? Doe not weake and mcrtall men , whoare but 
Tenants at will or fufterance, of all their carthly goods 
thers doe concurre in this. 
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fors, 
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and poſſeſſions, argue thus : that they may diſpoſe of 
them at their will and pleaſure , without controule or 
checke, ( k) becanſe they are their owne , when as intruth 
(1) they are not theirs but Gods ? and ſhall wee then denie 
that liberty to God in that which is truly his, which we 
all doe take vnto our ſelues, in that which is none of 
ours, but onely at Gods pleaſure ? 

Wee ſce that Potters, and Glaſſe-men, caſt the ſelfe- 
ſame mettle into diucrs different ſhapes , and formes, 
and oft times daſh, and marre their worke, becauſe it is 
their pleaſure : we ſee that all Arrtthcers, in all their ma- 
nifactures doe the like : The Scripture informes vs, and 
we know 1t by experience, (m) that Porters mtke weſſels of 
hononr, for honourable ; and veſſels of diſhononr for vile, and 
deſpicable wſes,ont of the ſelfs-/ame Clay, or lumpe : that Ido« 
laters oft times, (#) of the ſelfe-ſame Tree, make them an 
Idole-god to wor ſhip, and @ fire to warme themſelues withall : 
adoring one paece of it, brerning the other ; and all becauſe 
it is their will and pleaſure : Doe not Gardeners ſtocke 
vp ſome rootes, and trees, yet plant, and prune others 
of the ſelfe-ſame kinde, becaule it is their pleaſure? Doe 
not Nobles., and Gentieme: pull downe {uch a houſe, 
repaire, and build another ? doe they not deſigne ſach 
a roome, or plot of ground to one vle, ſuch a one to 
another ? doe they not demoliſh, aiter , or tranfpfant 
their Orchards, Gardens, Parkes, or Walkes? doe they 
not kill ſach a Stagge, or Bucke, or Foule, or Hare; and 
ſpare another, becauſe it is their pleaſure? Yet no man 
fol controlethem for it, becauſe they are their owne z 
We ſec that earthly Monarches doe oft diſpenſe, and 
caſt their honours, fauours, and disfauours vpon men,ad- 
uancing this man, and diſplacing thatz vpon no other 
grounds at all, (o) but that at i: thesy pleaſure : yet, (p) who 
may ſay vnto them, what doeſt thou ? Wee know that Mai- 
ſters, Land-Lords, Fathers, diſpoſe of their Slaues and 
Vaſlals, Lands and Tencments, Sonnes and Daughters, 


Goodsand Chattels, at their pleaſure, to whom, or ny 
they 
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they pleaſe ; yer no man queſtions, nor controles them 
for it, becaule they are their owne. And ſhall we poore 
duſt and aſhes, who take ſuch libertie to our ſelues, in 
all that we conceiue to bee our owne, (though in trueth 
the right, and propertie of it bee in God himſelfe, and 
not in vs :) ſolimit, and confine the boundlefſe Preroga- 
tiuc, and abſolute Soucraigntie of the omnipotent, and 
Supreeme Commander, Proprietor, King, and God of 
Heauen, and Earth, (q) in whom, from whom, for whom all 


Creatures line and mooue, and haue their being 


plcaſeth? to chuſe out one man, and 


d 4, 


% 


withoutany ſpice of partiality , or nal 


9 and for 


whoſe onely will, and pleaſure, they are, and*were ( reated; as 
to deny him libertic ro doe what he will with his owne; 
to Elec, and Reprobate, Reiet, or chuſe whatmen 
hee pleaſe? Shall we make choyce of whom wee pleaſe 
for our Companions, Fauourites, Friends, and Seruants, 
reieing, and negleing others : and ſhall not the Lord, 
and God of all things, who 1s bound by no ingagements, 
or deſerts to any Creature, doc the like ? Doe not the 
Scriptures plentifully informe vs? (s) that the Lord doeth 
whatſoener he will in Heanen, Earth, and all the Creatures : 
that he diſpoſeth both of K ingdomes, Kings, and Nations : 
and of the Honours, Lines, Eſtates, eAduancements, Sicke- 
neſſes, (roſſes, or Debaſements of all men as hit pleaſure. 
Doe we not ſec, that in the gouernment, and managing 
of all things, aud creatures in the world, he doeth what- 
ſocuer hee pleafeth? yet no man murmures, or com- 
plaines againſt it, or (t) dares to aike him what hee doeth ? 
becauſe hee 1s Lord and Iudge of all things. If thenwe 
allow the Libertic, Power, Wiſedome, Will, and Iuftice 
of God, in the managing of the World it {elfe; and all 
the ſeuerall occurrences nit: if weadmit hima Supre- 
macte over Nations, Kingdomes, andall the. People, and 
Creatures of the Vniuerſe, to order and diſpoſe them at 
his pleaſure: ſhall we'not allow himan abſolute,and free ; 
yea juſt cy. 1" , toEle& or reprobate whom hee 
aſſe by another, 

injuſtice ; 
becauſe 
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becauſe they are h.s owNe, created an.l or.ained onely 
for his picaſare'?” DIrbLefle iFwce would but (eriouf] y 
col.ider , what a {apreaiae, and avfolure propriety the 
Lora hath ta vs : that we are in5,an-1 hisalone : and that 
we delerue tio boonz nor [a10ar at ls lit11s atall; (for 
what can any baſe and tinire creature m-rit, from his all- 
glorious and infinite Creator? ) et <od then reprobare, 
damne, or throw vs into hell tor excr, without any re- 
ference to our4innes at all, even beca'rſe it is his will and 
pleaſure * WECWO d(#) eumn ty our hands vpon our monthes 
with holy Ib . and thous h woe worerightears, yet wee would 
not anſwer vr revly anain/t it : (x) ws wntd with our bleſſed 
Sawtnnur , be I bo Sheepo he fore the h-avers , enen drumbe and 
ſpeechlee, not operttng 100 017 RIML 9285; orit weedid, it 
woutl bee onels itn his .an21420: { y ) Father of tt be poſſi 
ble let this cup pt Je from 1n16 : nenert bcleſſ» not my wil. but 
thi 19 he d ne ; or cio 11 tie 14 eto ; F:0.1 010 (T Ele, 
D.riud. and the I rachites :; [tir ths Lond if hee hnth no de 
lint nr pleaſure bn ws . De fiere win 1o. lot lima ds with 
vs what ſeem) 194 in bs eyes ener whatever he wilt ; 

aps 
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owns ?(b\ f M #5 4a4 Pl canl | boae contented ro bee ac- 
cured 114 ume ! fr 24 * fr 2 Corit, fer the 0 2d of the 
I'raclites : ant hail not wee be: concatel ro bre Re- 
probared an{ damne-l for the plealure of G O LD? (6 
farre wouid w.e be from quarrelling with his juſtice in 
chiling others, aud reje-ting vs, if our, hearts were 
right. Butif weelo ae further vpon men as loſt in 4 
dam ; what caute hane any critical! or blunt-acure Armi- 
nians, to quarrell with Gods treedome or his jultice, in 
chufinglome men, and rejeting others , when as hee 
might in jaſtice dame them ali, ( £) being dead and Hoff in 
e Adam ere they were ? had God no abſolute difpoſing po- 
wer oucr v$as we are his creatures ; yet ſince hee hath 
right and cauſe to.damne vs all as finners ; wee can net- 
ther accuſe him of partiality,in choſing {>me ; nor of in- 
juitice, inrezcAtng others, * Doth God thea ſeleRt ani 

chutc 
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chuſc out any to faluation? loe here 1s his intnite mercy; 
praiſe him for it. Doth hee negiet and paſſe by others, 
reiinquiſhing them 1n thetr ftirit eſtate ? loe there 1s his 
admirable juſtice : feare him tor it. Doth. lice not faue 
all? in2gnifie thou hisabundant goodnefle, that hee com- 
palſionatesany, when as in jultice hee might damne all : 
Doth he chuſe this man rather then another ? * maligne 
not the freencſk of his mercy in the one , when as thou 
canſt not butappro20 his Juſtice inthe other. Harh h-c 
choſen thee, a! not others ? O praite and blefle him 
tor his grace and go duefle to thy felte , whe. deſerucit 
at his han is as it asany ; and murmure not that others 
doc not fare as weliasthee : Hathhe rejeted thee, and 
choten othc! 52 Cont fc his juitice on thy (eiſe, and cn- 
uic not- his loue and mercy towards qfhers : let (a) nor 
thy eye be eng! becar/e he 75 goed ++ with not none faued be- 
Cau.cihou art damned : (e) ( Dunes wn hell had more chari- 
ts2 then (6 : er not at thine owne damnation, be- 

au'e thou aveſt deſerrie xt. Let Gra doe what he will with 
his owre : let him diſpence his pardons, his iudge- 
ments; his mcrcic nd his riftice as he pleaſe ; ſince (g)he 
wrongeth none an pard:;nmg ſome, or damning others : It an 
corthiy Prince or Monarch be fo gracious as topardon 
and promote one Traytor to his perton : fo mſt and rige-= 
rcv*r execute another tor the tcitcefame fat, (þ; as 
Phar wh aid : what man cin tax his mercy in the one, or 
Juttice 11: the other? !ta manthat hath two tuſtand deepe 
gazed * Debtors, doth frecly acquur the one, yet ſue 
the other ; whatcaulc o! iuſt complaint hath either ? If 
a Fach.r who hathewo rebellious tonnes adopts the one, 
diiin!1crits the other : what wrong is this to either ? If a 
Maiiter who hath two vntruſty, negligent, and ſloath- 
ful ferua its, retames the one, caſts outthe other : what 
caute of clainour can there be in cither > God deales but 
thus with vs : Wecare all traytors, debtors, rcbellious 
ſonnes, yea negligent, waſtu!l, and vnfaithfull ſeruants 
vito him: the (3) Left of vs deſerne eternal death, 1npri- 
ſonment, 
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ſonment, difinheritance,and reietion at Gods hands,and 
nothing clſe: whar iniurie or iniuſtice is it then to vs,for 
God to pardon, releaſe, adopt, and chuſe out ſome : to 
condemne, to biade, dilinherite, and caſt out others? 
Certainly none atall. O therefore {ſince we demerit no- 
thing at the hands of God , but j.:{t reicRion, hell, and 
death : Let vs rather wou-ler at the exceeding riches of 
his Graceand Mercy, in chafing and cAerting ſome; 
then clamor at his Iultice in reieting others : Let vs ra- 
ther (&) admire why he ſhould ſane any : then inquire why he 
ſanes not all, or Reprobates ſo many, It 18 but h14 meere Grace, 
and Mercy to (aue ſom? : it were © no Ininſtice, nor harſh ſenc- 
ritze in hum to reieft vs all, who were all bound oner to 
ctcrnall Dcath before wwe were ? 

Let this then quiet, ſatisfie, and content all carious, 
proud, and reſtlc{{: Spirits, who would pric into thoſe 
myſticail,and hidden reaſons of Ele&ion,& Reprobation, 
that are cloſſcted vp in Gods owne bolome, * inro which 
9 mrtall eye, nor wit can proc, ( much leflc mans darke, 
and purblinde carnall reaſon, or Metaphyſicall tranſcen- 
dentall ſpeculations :) no further then the * light of Serip- 
tare | them: (a) That there it 1) tn14ſtice,no colluſion,nor 
partialty at all in God; who 1s Injf, and R ighteozes 11 all his 
Wayes ; and Indgements : That it is Gods meere Grace,and 
Mercy, (not any Partialitie , or fore-ſeene Faith, or 
Workes, or Will in mcn,) that mooues himto EleR, 
or chuſe out ſome to life Eternall : and hiv ( b ) meere 
Pleaſure, Will, and Inſtice, that cauſeth him to reteft, and 
paſſe by others : That his written, and renealed \Word,and 
Will, is but a handmaid, and ſubſernient to his ſecrer 
Wull, to efteR, and worke all that in time, which he had 
purpoſed concerning man from all Eternitie : (c) and to 
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convert, and call home thoſe, and none but tho e, wh 7 ] 
had choſen ere the World was framed : whoſe ( I —_— C—_— 
ſo —_ and certaine in it ſelfe, that it can neither be dimj.. 1 of nu 
niſhed, nor atgmentea : and whoſe Saluati eſs, 
ble, that it 14 altogether impoſſible for wn eg addatur ew 
b 6 by 

e Tngels, to exacuate it. And let all the premiſes laid toge- 4 
ther, corroberate this conclution, and ſettle it in our '- Aug-De 
hearts : That God isneither an vniuſt, orparriall Iudge ar. put 
x calling ſome,and hardning others : nor yera ſubdolous PenW- 

quuuocator, Impoſtor, or Deluder, in tendring Grace Apoca.l.r.pay 


promiſcuouſly, and conditionally in his reuealed Will, © Rom. 8-33, 


to ſuch whom hee hath not Elected, nor ſeri- apo 
oully purpoſed or decreed, to conucrt ay ergy” 
and call home to him in his pes 6.18 
{ * 4 $ oT 7* 2. 

ecret Will, Tim.2.19. 


T O 
THE CHRISTIAN 
READER. 


XN Hriſtian Reader, ſince it is the bourr” 

W/ den duetic of enery true, and Faith” 
full member of the Chmrch of Eng- 
NR land, to fence, and Bulwarke her 
receiued , and eſtabliſh Orthodoxe 
Dottrines, againſt all Popiſs Nonet- 
EY EESAM lr, and eArminian Innoxators, (clpe- 
cially, in times of Innouation,) by all peaceable, and law- 
full meanes : meeting with an ancient Printed Recantarh- 
on, of certaine Popyh, and eArminian Tenents, which 
now infeſt the Peace, and ſetled Dofrmes of our Church : 
broached by one Maiſter Barret of Keyes Colledge, ina 
Concio ad Clerum, in Saint Caries Church in (ambridge, 
01 T weſday the 29. of eAprill, in the yeere 1595. which 
Tenents were there publiquely Recanted by him, in the 
open face of the Vnuuerſitie, on the 10, day of Hay next 
enſuing : and that by vertue of an Order made the 5. of 
May, by the vnanimous vote of all the Heads of Houſes 
in the Uninerſitie : to wit, Casfter Dottor Some,Deputie : 
Dotor Duport Vicechancellor , Dottor Goade , Dottor 
T indall, Deftor Whitakers, Doftor Barwell, Door legon, 
Dottor Preſton, Maiſter Chaderton, and Maiſter Clayton, 
who , vpon mature deliberation , and adnice : adindged 
Maiſter 
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Maiſter Barret to Recant theſe Aſſertions of his, as falſe, 
Erronious , and manifeſtly repugnant to the R eligion re- 
ceined, and eſtabliſhed in the Church of England, by publique, 
and lawfull eAuthoritie : as appeares by the expreſſe 
wordes of the faid Order, recordcd in the Vninerſitie 
Regiſter of Cambridge : 1 thought it my ductie, for the 
Gagging vp of the mouthes of all eArminian Nonellers ; 
the Declaration of the Ancient, and receiued DoZftrines of 
ewr Church; and the allaying of thoſe preſent (ontronere 
fies which oppugne them ; to reuiue the memory of thig 
eminent, and famous Recanration : which young Anti» 
quitic hath almoſt cankered, and buried in ob:umon : ro 
tranſmit both 1t , and its Coztanean e-Hricles of Lam 
beth, to Poſteritie : and to make them publique, for the 
ablique good, whereas they are now ingrofſed in the 
ds of few : that ſo as the firſt divulging of them, 
did nip eArminiani/me in the Blade, and keepe it vnder- 
ground almoſt for thirtie yecres rogether, that it durſt 
not ſpring vp in our Church : ſo this reuiuall of thens, 
may once more blaſt it in the Stalke, and Eare, before it 
bring foorth thole poyſonous, ripe, and bitter fruites, 
which may endanger both our Church, and Stare at once, 
and bring them both to ſpeedy ruine. 


wn. 3 


COPPIE OF A 
RECANTATION OF 


gertaine Errors, raked out of the 


dunghill of Poperie, and Pelagianiſme, 


publiquely made by Maiſter Barrez of Kayes 
Colleged in Cambridge the tenth day of 2fay, in 
this preſent yeere of our Lord, 1595. in 
the Vniuerſitie Church, called Saint Marzes in 
Cambridge : which Errors he did raſhly 
hold, and maintaine: Tranſlated 
out of Lattine into 
Engliſh. 


e-Hun0. 37. Elizabeth. 


F295) Reaching in Lattine not long fince in the 
FL ye | Vaiverſtle Church, ( Right Worſhip- 
þy (| full,) many things ſlipped trom me, both 
ya falſcly, and raſhly ſpoken, whereby I vn- 
3 derſtand the mindes of mgny haue beene 
# pricued ; to the end therefore that I may 


©) Le 4Þ8 
ſatisfie the Church, and the Trueth which I haue pub- 
liquely hurt, I doe make this publique Confeſſion, both- 
repeating, and reuoking my Errors. 

Firſt, I faid, that no man in this tranſitorie World, is 
ſo ſtrongly vnderpropped, at leaſt by the certainetie of 
Faith, that is, vnleſſe (as I afterwards expounded it,) by 

Reuclation, 


I 


—J 


Barrets Recantation 


Jo 


Reuelation, that hee ought to bee aſſured of his owne 
Szluation. But now I proteſt before God, and acknow- 
ledgein my Conſcience, that they which are luſtitied by 
Faith, hauc peace rowards God, that is, haue reconcilt- 
ation with God, and doe ſtand in that Grace by Faith : 
therefore that they ought to bee certaine, and aſſured of 
their owne Saluation, euen by the certaintie of Faith 
it {elfe. 

Secondly, I aſhirmed that the Faith of Pete could not 
faile, but that other mens Faith inay : for (as I then ſaid) 
our Lord prayed not for the Faith of cuery particular 
man. Butnow being of a better, and more ſound Indge- 
ment : (according to that which Chriſt teacheth in 
plaine words, John 17.20. I pray not for theſe alone, (that 
is, the Apoſtles, ) but for them alſo which ſhall beleene in mee, 
through their word.) I acknowledge that Chriſt did pray 
for the Faith of cucry particular Belecuer : and that by 
the vertue of that Prayer of Chriſt, cuery true Beleeuer 
is fo ſtaied vp that his Faith cannot faile. 

Thirdly, touching perſeuerance vnto the end, I faid 
that that certainetie concerning che time to come, is 
proude, foraſmuch, as it is in his owne nature contin- 
gent,ot what kind the perſeuerance of euery man is: nei- 
ther did I aihrme it to bee proude onely, butto bemoſt 
wicked. But now I frecly proteſt, that the true, and 
tuſtifying Yaith (whereby the Faithfull are moſt neerely 
vnited vnto Chriſt,) is fo firme, as alſo for the time to 
come © certaine, that it can neuer bee rooted vp out of 
the mindes of the Faithfull, by any tentations of the 
Fleſh, the World, or the Diuell himſelfe : So that hee 
which once haththis Faith, ſhall euer haac it: for by the 
benefit of that tuſtifying Faith,Chriſt dwelleth in vs,and 
wee in Chriſt : theretoreit cannot but be both increaſed, 
(Chriſt growing in vs dayly, ) as alſo perſeuere vnto the 
end, becauſe God doeth giue conſtancie. 

Fourthly, I athrmed that there was no diſtin tion in 
Faith, but in the perſons belecuing. In which 1 —_ 

enat 
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that L did Erre : Now I free'y acknowledge, that tem= 
porary Faith, (which as Bernard witneletÞ 1s therefore: 


faired, becauie it 15 temporary,) is ci{tinguiſheo, and 
differcth trom that ſauing taith, whereby finners appre- 
hending Chriſt, are iuſtited before God for euer ; not 
in meaſure, and degrees, but in the very thing it ſelte. 
Moreouer I adde, that /ames doeth make mention of a 
dead Faith, and Pax! of a haith that w orketh by loue. 

Fiftly,I added, that forgiuencfle of ſinnes 1s an Article 
of Faith, but not particular, neirher belonging to this 
man, nor to that man: that is, (as I expounded 1t, ) that 
no true Faithtull man, either can, or ought, certainely to 
belecue that his ſinnes are forgiuen him. But now I am 
of another minde, and doe freely conteſle, that cuery 
true Faithfull man is bound by this Article of Faith, (to 
wit; I belecue the forgiueneſle of finnes,) certainely ro 
beleeue that his owne particular ſinnes are freely for- 
giucn him : neither doeth it follow hcreupon, that that 
Petition of the Lords Prayer (to wit, for gue vs our Treſ= 
paſſes, ) is needleſle : for in that Petition, we aske not one- 
ly the guift, but alſo the increaſe of Faith. 

Sixtly, theſe words c{caped mee in my Sermon, viz. 
As for thoſe that are not ſaued, I doe moſt Rrongly be- 
- leene, and doe freely proteſt that I am fo perſwaded a- 
gainſt Calvin, Peter Martyr, and the reſt, that ſinne is 
the true, proper,and firſt cauſe of Reprobation. But now 
being better inſtruved ; I fay that the Reprobation of 
the wicked, is from Eucrlaſting, and that that ſaying of 
eAuguſtine to Simplician is moſt true, viz. If ſinne were 
the cauſe of Reprobation, then no man ſhould be elected, 
becauſe God doeth toreknow all men to bee defiled wirh 
it. And (that I may ſpcake freely,) I am of the ſame 
minde ; and doe beleeue concerning the DoQrine of 
EleRion, and Reprobation, as the Church of England 
beleeueth, and reacheth in the booke of the Articles of 
Faith, in the Article of Predeſtination. 

Laſt of all, I vtrered theſe words raſhly againſt (a/nsn, 
c ” 
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a man that hath very well deſerued of che Church of 
Go.i, ro wit, that he durſt pretume to litt vp himlelte a- 
boue the High, ani Aim:ghtie God. By which words 
I contefle,that 1 haue done great injurie to that molt icar- 
ned, and right godly man.: and I doe moſt humbly be 
icech you ail, to pardon this my raſhneſle ; as alto 1n that 
I haue verer.d many bitter words againſt Peter Afartyr, 
Theodora Beza, lerome Z anchis, Fr aunc's Inns, and the 
reſt of. the tame Reiig:on, being the Lights, and Orna- 
ments oft our Charch : cal.ing them by the odious name 
of Caluiniſts, an4 other flanderous tcrmes ; brauding 
them with a moſt gricuoas marke of reproach : whom 
becauſe our Church doeth worthi:y reucrence, it was 
not meet, that | ſhould take away their good name from 
them, or any-way impaire their credit, or .ichort others 
of our Countrey men, trom reaiing their moſt learned 
workes. I am cheretore very forr /,and grieuzd for this 
m it grieuo.1s offence, which I haze pablquely giuen to 
this moſt famous Vniuerlitic, which is the Temple of 
true Religion, and Sacred receptacle of Pietie ; And I 
doe pronulſc, that ( by Gols heipe, ) I will never here- 
after off-nd in the like tort : and I doe earneſtly beſeech 
you ( Right Worthipfull, ) and all others tro whom I 
haue giuen this offence, either in the former Articles, 
or in any other part of my faid Sermon, that 
you would of your courtefie pardon 
mce, vpon this my 
RepentanCe, 
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The nine Aſlertions, or Artcles of 
Lambleth, compoled, ak agreed vpon at 


Lambheth Louſe on the 20, day of Nouember, in 
the yeere of our Lord, 1595. by John eArchbiſhop of 
Canterhitsy, Richar 4 Biſhop of London, Richard eletJ 
Biſhop of Bangor,and ſundry other reuerend, 
and ſcarned Diwuines there p*c([ent ; for the 
determining of certaine Arminian points 
of Comroverſic. that then aroſe 


in the Vniuerſitic of 
Cambridge. 


__ Eus ab &terno Predeſtinauit quoſdam ad yi- 
tam ; quoldam Reprobauitad Mortem. 


I G Od from Eternitie hath Predeſtinated certaine men 
vato Life ; certaine men hee hath Reprobated wn. 
jo Death, 


2 Cauſa moucns aut cfhiciens Predeſtinationis ad 
Vitam noneſt preuiſio Fidel, aut perſeuerantiz, autbo« 
norum operum, aut vilius ret quz infit in perſonis Pre- 
deſtinatis, ſed ſola voluntas beneplacti Dei. 


2 The mooning, r efficient cauſe of Predeſtination vnto 
Life, 11 net the foreſt ght of Fauh,or of perſenerance,or of good- 
workes, or of any thing that u in the perſons Predeſtinated,but 
oxely in the V ul o f the wel-pleaſed God, 

C 3 3 Prade- 


a. 


Articles of Lambbeth. 


3 Prxdeſtinatorum prefiaitus & certus eſt nume- 
rus, qu1 nec augeri, nec minui poſſit. 


3 There adefinite, and certain? number of the Prede- 
ſtinate, which can neither be augmented, nor deminiſhed, 


4 Quinon ſunt Przdeſtinati ad Salutem, neceſſario 
propter peccata ſua damnabuntur. 


4 Theſe who are not Predeſtinated to Saluation, ſpall bee 
neceſſarily Damned for their ſinnes. 


5 Vera, viua, & 1uſtificahs Fides, & Spiritus Det 
taſtificantis, non extinguitur, non excidit, non cuanecſ{Cit 
in EleQis, aut finaliter, aut totaliter. 


s eA true, lng, ana aſtifying Faith, and the Spirst 
of God wuſtifying, 1 not extingui/h:d, ut falleth not away, ut 
13/heth not away in the Elett, either finally, or totally. 


6 Homo vere Fidelis, id eſt, Fide iuſtificante pre- 
ditus, certus eſt pleropheria Fidei, de Remi Tone pecca- 
torum ſuorum, &Salute Scmpiterna ſuz per Chriſtum. 


6 «A man truely Faithfull, that 1s, [ach a one who # in- 
ducd with a iuſtifying Faith, 1 certaine with the full aſſurance 
of Fasth, of the Remuſſion of hu Sinnes, and of his Enerlaſting 
Saluation by Chrift, 


7 Gratia ſalutaris non tribuitur, non Communica- 
eur, non cenceditur vuuerſis hominibus, qua ſeruari poſ- 
fint, fi velint. 


7 Sauing grace 19 wot gouen, 14 not Communicated, 14 not 
grated to all men, by which they way be ſaucd, if they will. 
HIT 5; 
$ Nemo poteſt venire ad Chriſtum, niſi datum ci 
fucrit, 


Articles of | bubbech. © 


fuerir, &nifi Pater cum traxerit ; & omnes homines non 
trahuntur a Patre, vt veniant ad Filium. 


8 No mancan come vnto Chriſt, vnleſſe it ſhall be ginen 
wnto him, and vnleſſe the Father ſuall draw him : and all men 
are not drawne by the Father , that they may come to the 


$omne. 8 \ 
» Et Cy 
9 Non eſt poſitum in arbitrio, aut Wie value 


cuiuſq; hominis, ſeruar1. 
g It us not in the mill, or power of enery one, to be [aned, 


Theſe were the Concluſions of our Reuerend Prelates, 
and learned DoRAors heretofore : Then curſed 
be all turbulent Arminian Innoua- 
tors, who dare oppugne 
them now. 


Salu. de Gub. Dei. lib. 1. pag. 22,23. 
Nequagquam inivſtum poſſimus dicere, in quo diwtinum in. 
dicium non poſſwnus denegare; quia ſumma mſtitia eft volun 
tas D:4. Neque ideo non wſtum eft 7uod Diumitas agit,qum 
capere vim dining iſtitia homo non valet. 


